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different countries. In this respect the Parana has suffered more
because of the rivalries and the jealousies between the Spanish
and the Portuguese colonists on either bank. Steamer com-
munication on these rivers down to Santa Fe has not been suc-
cessful in providing a satisfactory service, which has been, and
still is, infrequent, exceedingly slow, unpunctual^ and unreliable.
Now that the railways both from Eastern Brazil and from the
ocean gateways of the Pampa have begun to reach the terri-
tories in the upper basins of these rivers, they compete severely
with the rivers for traffic, and appear to be about to relegate
them to a minor place as highways, just as the railways have
robbed the Mississippi of- its commercial importance in North
America.

No railway has as yet been constructed or even proposed to
bridge the obstacle interposed by the La Guayra Falls between
navigation on the Alto Parana in Brazilian territory and that
on the great stretch below them to the sea ; but short railways
of this kind have, been built elsewhere in South America, and
the obstructions to commerce on several quite important streams
thus partially overcome. The Dorada Railway in Colombia,
72 miles in length, has been built from Hondo below trie rapids
on the Magdalena bearing the same name, to Ambalema above ;
and is likely to be continued to Girardot higher up so as to link
directly with the national line to Bogota and to avoid the stretch
of steamer navigation between the two last-mentioned places,
since for some unascertained reason the level of the river is falling.
The short line from Puerto Colombia and Cartagena to points
above the shallow distributaries of the Magdalena delta x serves
precisely the same purpose as lines round falls, namely that of
providing a continuous transport route with the river for heavy
traffic as well as for passengers. A railway, 72 miles in length
and operated by the Great Western of Brazil, has been built
round the Paulo Affonso Falls on the Sao Francisco between
Piranhas and Jatoba. The difference in levels between these
two points is 650 feet, but unfortunately there is a further sec-
tion of shallow water and rapids above Jatoba which can be
navigated only by small vessels. The great stretch of naviga-
tion on the Upper Sao Francisco tends to find its lower outlet
at Joazeiro and thence by the railway to Bahia. The Madeira-
Mamore Railway round the rapids on the Madeira has already
been mentioned. It is estimated that if it is completed as
originally proposed to Riberalta on the Beni, a vast territory

1 The Puerto Colombia-Barranquilla railway has, however, ceased
operation since a channel has been dredged enabling sea-going vessels to
reach Barranquilla, now the first port of Colombia.